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A Message From Council Member Nowakowski

MITCH NOWAKOWSKI
FILLMORE DISTRICT
COUNCIL MEMBER

Email: mnowakowski@buffalony.gov
Phone: (716) 851-4138
Office: 65 Niagara Sq., Rm. 1401

Warm Regards,

NEED THIS NEWSLETTER
TRANSLATED?

September 2025 Edition

Dear Neighbors, 

FILLMORE DISTRICT UPDATE

Happy Labor Day! Today we celebrate the contributions of working folks and recognize
the importance of workers’ rights. We also express our gratitude to organized labor and
labor rights activists who secured basic rights like overtime, minimum wage, and
workplace safety standards.

This holiday weekend also marks the end of the summer season. School will soon be
back in session, cooler temperatures are in the air, and the sun sets over Lake Erie after
8 p.m. We can make the most of the wonderful late summer and autumn weather by
heading to family events at Canalside, Music is Art Festival, and Fall Fest at Central
Terminal. 

With students embarking on a new schoolyear, I’m hopeful that every child has the
opportunity to thrive in their education. Last month, I held my 6  annual Backpack
Giveaway along with Legislator Lawrence Dupre and The Teacher’s Desk, distributing
some 450 backpacks filled with school supplies to kids in need. If you missed it, don’t
worry - there are many resources in our community to help struggling families with
school supplies and other needs so that young people can succeed in their education.
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With the Council returning from recess, I look forward to refocusing on my plans to help
boost our city, including efforts to help address addiction and homelessness on city
streets and proposals to revitalize iconic city sites like Erie Basin Marina and the
Broadway Market. I’m also focused on resolving the impasse involving the City
Comptroller refusing to go to the bond market to fund $110 million in capital projects.
We have significant capital needs in our city, and we need to work collectively to
improve our infrastructure, remediate contaminants like lead in our neighborhoods, and
create a physical environment that allows Buffalo to truly reach its full potential. Our
residents deserve nothing less.  



Erie Basin Marina is a wonderful place to be in the summer - to watch a
sunset, enjoy ice cream, or if you’re fortunate enough, to take a boat out
onto Lake Erie. But the waterfront remains deeply underutilized, with

vacant properties and a marina that has barely produced revenue for the
city in decades. I’m leading conversations on how we can reactivate Erie
Basina Marina and fully capitalize on one of the most naturally beautiful
areas of our city. This includes activating the largely inactive space at the
old William K’s; potentially considering a new marina operator who will

invest in this property and contribute more revenue to the city; and
preparing for the transfer of the city-owned Templeton Landing property to

the current leaseholder, Specialty Restaurants, following a court decision
decades ago. I look forward to having these discussions at the next

Waterfront Development Committee meeting on September 2, so that we
can develop a vibrant Erie Basin Marina that attracts tourists and

investment and lives up to the area’s potential. 

LEGISLATIVE RECAP
Reactivating Our WaterfrontReactivating Our Waterfront

Clearing the Comptroller’s 
Impasse on City Capital Projects

Clearing the Comptroller’s 
Impasse on City Capital Projects

Summer is typically the busiest construction season in Buffalo, but this year,
dozens of shovel ready projects are being held up for an unusual reason: the City
Comptroller is refusing to go to the bond market to provide the city’s share of the

funding. Last December, the Common Council approved $110 million capital
budget to address everything from streetscapes and infrastructure to cultural

institutions and community centers. But because the city comptroller refuses to go
to the bond market for these projects, ostensibly out of concern over the city’s
debt, these projects are languishing. I recently sent a letter to the comptroller

identifying all the lines in the City Charter where it’s plainly stated that the
comptroller’s role in this area is merely advisory and that she is overstepping her

authority. Likewise, the comptroller’s suggestion that the Council cherry pick
which of the projects that we already voted to fund is simply ridiculous. We need

the comptroller to perform her Chartered duties, go to the bond market, and allow
the city to proceed with these critical projects, which the residents want, expect,

and deserve.



Support for Schoolchildren
On August 16, I held my

6  annual Backpack
Giveaway at the Central

Terminal, partnering
with Erie County

Legislator Lawrence
Dupre and The

Teacher’s Desk to
distribute over 450

backpacks to families in
need in our community.

Thank you to all the
volunteers and vendors
for putting in the work

to make our  giveaway a
huge success. Seeing the
smiles on the kids’ faces
reminds us why we do

this - because every child
deserves the tools to

succeed in their
education.
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Expanding Opportunities for
People with DisAbilities

Last month, I joined the Buffalo
Scholastic Rowing Association for
the christening of Overdrive!  This
newly retrofitted adaptive rowing

shell is designed to welcome
people with all different abilities
to the sport. This boat opens up

new opportunities for people
across WNY to experience the joy

and camaraderie that rowing
brings. A true win for inclusion on

the Buffalo River!



Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events
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ITEMS
COB Engineering

Garage
1120 Seneca St.

East Side Transfer
Station

793 S. Odgen St.

Geiter Done
383 Babcock St.

Broadway Garage
197 Broadway St.

Home Garbage 
2 Piece Bulk Trash

Appliances

Universal Waste

Yard Waste

Tires

Household
Hazardous
Waste

Electronic
Waste

Furniture

65 Niagara Sq. Room 502 Buffalo, NY 14202
716-851-5636

Contact Us:Contact Us:

Garbage Resources & Reminders!Garbage Resources & Reminders!

W A S T E  D R O P  O F F  L O C A T I O N S  &  I T E M SW A S T E  D R O P  O F F  L O C A T I O N S  &  I T E M S

Visit our website here

Regular Trash: Place all garbage in the city-provided tote for collection.

Bulk Trash
Collection:

Limit: Up to TWO (2) pieces of bulk trash can be
collected on your regular collection day.

Examples of Bulk Trash: 
Furniture (e.g., couches, chairs)
Appliances
Large toys
Bundles of wood or tree
branches (4-foot sections)
Mattresses and box springs
Carpet (cut into 4-foot sections)
Boxes of miscellaneous items
Example: One couch + one 4-
foot bundle of branches = two
pieces of bulk trash.

Items NOT
Allowed at the

Curb:

TVs or computers
Tires
Construction debris
Hazardous waste

Large Bulk Waste
Collection Days 

Designated Dates for Each Council District!
Limit: 4 cubic yards (12 feet long, 3 feet high, 3 feet
wide) of Large Bulk Trash.
When: Communication will be sent in the Fall and
Spring with scheduled collection dates.

C U R B S I D E  P R O G R A MC U R B S I D E  P R O G R A M



The Erie County
Department of Health

provides in-person and
virtual Narcan training
sessions. New sessions

are posted for 2025!
All participants receive a

free Narcan kit and
certificate of completion. 

Text 716-225-5473 to
receive free Narcan by

mail and visit
erie.gov/narcan for
training dates and

locations. 

Erie County Health Department purple
OPEN Stands are stocked with Narcan

Tick Season 

Imagine a monster that swells
to three times its normal size

as it feasts on human and
animal blood. It sounds like
something out of a horror

movie, but it describes what
happens when a tick attaches
itself to its victim’s skin. Even
worse, as the tick hangs on, it
can transmit bacteria that can

cause severe illness.  
 

Warmer weather means many
people will spend more time

outdoors, where ticks are
waiting. The Erie County

Department of Health
(ECDOH) is sharing

recommendations to prevent
tick bites and reduce the risks

for tick-borne illnesses.
Residents can start by being

aggressive about tick control in
spaces like yards and lawns.  







As Rite Aid pharmacies close across Western New York,
patients may need to transfer prescriptions to a new

pharmacy. If you're affected, take these steps to ensure a safe
and smooth transition: 

Notify your doctor about the change so they can help
coordinate your care. 
Bring an updated list of all medications, including over-the-
counter items and supplements, to your new pharmacy. 
Confirm that all prescriptions have transferred correctly
and report any issues. 
Ask about generic alternatives or assistance programs if
cost is a concern. 
Store medications safely and out of reach of children and
pets. 

Summer Heat Safety Recommendations:

WEAR light-colored, loose clothing. 
DRINK water; avoid alcohol. 
FIND shade where you can. 
STAY in air-conditioned spaces. 
AVOID using your oven or stove. 
TAKE cool (not cold!) showers/baths. 
TAKE breaks when outside. 
AVOID/limit physical activity. 
KNOW the early signs of heat illness. 
CHECK on loved ones, neighbors and anyone who lives
alone. 
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For more information about the Buffalo Common Council visit
 www.buffalony.gov/CommonCouncil

COMMON COUNCIL
INFORMATION

COMMON COUNCIL
INFORMATION



Your Representatives:
U.S. Congressman 
Tim Kennedy 
(716) 852-3501

NYS Senator 
April Baskin 
(716) 826-2683

Helpful Contacts:

Fillmore District
Council Office 
(716) 851-4138

A. District Police
Station 
(716) 851-4415

Matt  Urban Center
(Homeowner Assistance) 
(716) 893-7222

Assemblywoman 
Crystal Peoples-Stokes 
(716) 897-9714

Erie County District
2 Legislator 
Taisha St. Jean
Tard
(716) 895-1849

Erie County Health
Department 
(716) 858-7690

FILLMORE RESOURCES

MITCH NOWAKOWSKI
FILLMORE COUNCIL MEMBER

Email: mnowakowski@buffalony.gov
Phone: (716) 851-4138
Office: 65 Niagara Sq., Rm. 1401

Need help Get Answers.

CALL 2-1-1
Confidential • Free • Accessible 24/7

211 connects you to local agencies that
can assist with:

FOOD, HOUSING, UTILITY ASSISTANCE,
CLOTHING, MENTAL HEALTH,

DISABILITIES, PREGNANCY,
EMPLOYMENT, HEALTH CARE,

SUBSTANCE USE, FREE TAX PREP

Call 211 or 888-696-9211

B. District Police
Station 
(716) 851-4403

C. District Police
Station 
(716) 851-4412

Erie County District
1 Legislator 
Lawrence Dupre
(716) 842-0490

Broadway Fillmore
Neighborhood Housing
Services
(Homeowner Assistance) 
(716) 852-3130

NYS Senator 
Sean Ryan
716-854-8705

NYS Assemblyman
Jon Rivera
716-885-9630


