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INTRODUCTION

At the turn of the 19th Century, many poles fled from their
native country to Buffalo.. At thls time there were not enough
churohes to give these people religious needs. Bishop Quigley ap~-
pealed to the Franciscan Fathers Minor Conventuel for help.

The hesd, Father Hyacinth Fudzinski, was put in charge of
orgenizing & new perish, He was glven the locality South of Broadway,
and between Fillmore mnd Curtiss Strests, With this, he bought
twenty-nine lots and ten houses for the sum of $37,400.00,

On April 22, 1898, Bishop Quigley officlally named the
parish Corpus Christi. He then remodeled one of the stores and on
May 27th, 1898, this 1little house was blessed and Father Fudzinski
celebrated the First Meass. :

. More people oame and the Church became too small., It was
then moved to the firat floor of the sohool, then in 1909 to the
present Church whioh was built at a cost of $300,000,

: Mamy improvements were made since then and will be pointed
out in the tour, Our Church was placed under the patronege of Our
lord present in the Blessed Saorameat, that is, Corpus Christi.

CHURCH CEILING

TFor the first part of the tour, 1f you would look above the
center aisle, you will see angels holding Latin Seripta. The first
group, which is closest to the Ssnotuary, translated means:

0 Saving Vioctim Opening Wide,

The gates of heaven to men

our foes press on from every side,
Thine aid supply thy strength bestow.

This is sung at Benediotion Services.

‘The next group of angels, translated to Bnglish, means?
Under two specles

You gave your fleash and blood.

That you may feed man

Both in body and soul,

The third group means:

Being born you gave yourself as & companion,
Reigning in heaven you give yourself as our reward,
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Dying you gave yourself as our ransom,
At your teble you give yourself as our food.

Thegse last two verses are from Eucharistioc hymna sung on
Holy Thursday.

PAINTING ABOVE MAIN ALTAR

The painting was originslly done in 1509 by Raphasl., It
was recopied here in 1926, The name given to the painting is "The
Dispute over the Blessed Sacrament.™ However, a more sultable name
would be "I'he Triumph of the Bucharist™ or “The Triumph of the Church,®

] When the painting was recopled, some changes were made, One
was that two sailnts appeared, St. Francis and St. Anthony, both were
not in the original. Another is that rays of light coming from heaven,
whioh appear in the original are dropped out in the reproduotion.

SR Not all the faces in the painting are recognized. Starting
from the left in heaven they are: St. Peter, Adam, St. John the
Bvangelist, David, Stephen, and the prophet Jeremiah, On the other

side: Judas, Maocabeus, St. Lawrenoce, Moses, St. Mathew, Abraham,
and St, Paul.

In the center is Jesus Christ on a throne. On His right is
the Virgin Mery. On His left, St. John the Baptist. Overhead is God
the Father. Below, God the Holy Spirit.

On earth a group of men gathered around & tomd in whioh lies
the body of Christ. Some of whom are: Fra Apgelioco, Breamante,
Frencesoo Maria della Rovere, St. Francls, St., Gregory the Great, St.
Jerome, St, Ambrose, St. Augustlne, St. Thomas Aquinas, Pope
Innocent III, St. Bonaventure, St. Anthony, FPops Sixtus IV, Dante and
Savonarocléa.

Something else of interest is the marble railing at the
right. It is the symbol of the Churoh in general, ealso of the
construdtion of St. Peters, :

Before 1947, the communion railing was wooden, but in
preparation for the Golden Jubilee, it wes replaced with a merble
railing along with a pulpit and two lecterns. For this to be done
the alter was lepngthened and pews were removed.

Just recently in 1969, & new altar was instelled soc the
priest could face the people while offering Mass, Becausse our
Church celebrates its Diamond Jubilee, @ new Baptismal Fount was
inatalled, '



THE MAIN ALTAR

Our first wooden altar had canopies over the statues. The
present altar is a composition of marble dust. Above the tabernacle
is the atatue of the Secred Heart while below 1t we have the Last
Supper, - Our Divine Savious said the First Mass, at the Last Supper,
the night before He died, At the Lest Supper, Jesus Christ offered
Himself up as a Sacrifice to the Eternal Father, under the appearance
of bread and wine.

. To my left is the statue of St. Paul, St. Paul was
converted miraoulously in the year 34, He, of all the Apostles
labored the most abundantly. He wrote meny Eplstles. He 1is called
the Apostle of the Gentiles, because he osrried the Goapel to the
pagan world.

To my right is the statue of St. Peter, the firat Head of
the Church. After a miraculous escape from prison in Jerusalem,
ne founded his See in Antiooch; here the followers of Christ were
first called Christians. Peter made frequent missionary Jjourneys
through Judea, Sameria, Galilee, Asia Minor and probably even Greece,
He finally fixed his See at Rome,

.- Our Lord is represented by: the Lamb of God on & book with
seven seals and the pelican feeding her young with her blood.

THE TABLETS OF MOSES

Moses, Hebrew prophet and law giver. They say he was born
in Goshen, an ancient part of &gypt, probably in about 1576 B.C.
Pharaoh of Egypt ordered that all Hebrew male infants were to be put
to death. To save the infant the mother put him in & baskeb and set
it afloat on the Nile. The daughter of the Pharaoh found the infant
and brought it up as her own. Moses was & shepherd until he was
eighty years of age. The God of the Hebrews, Jehovah, appeared to-
him in & burning bush and commended him to go back to Eqypt and
deliver his people from their bondage.

Moses appeared before the Pharaoh but he wouldn't let the
people go. Moses went back and got the people from the FPharaoh.
However, as they neared the Red See, a hostile Egyptien army, dis-
patched by the Pharech, came upon them from the rear. Moses relsed
his arms and the sea parted. And when they paesed, the water came
down on the army. God saw how the people were disobeying after he
had given them something to eat and drink, and so he gave Moses the
Ten Commandments and these were laws whioh the people were o obey.
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SACRAMENTS

BAPTISM In His conversation with Nicodemus, Jesus declared the
absolute necessity of Baptism.

Jesus oonfirmed the necessity of Baptism for salvatlon
when He told the apostles after His Resurrection: "“Go,
theraefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit. The symbol is water,

CONFIRMATION

There is a close relationship between the saocraments
of Bpetism and Confirmation. This relationship is
so close, that in the early days of the Church 1t
was customary to administer Confirmetion immediately
after Baptism, This meant that the sacrament of
Christian initiation (Baptism) required the
saorament of maturity (Confirmetion), for Confirme-
tion completes end renders stable what was begun.
Confirmation brings about in us the development and
perfecting of grace, and it enables us to profess
our faith as strong and perfeot Christlens and
soldiers of Jesus Christ. The symbol 1s chrism.

PANANCE The sacrament of Confession or Penance is absolutely
necessary for those who, after Beptism, have has the
misfortune to commit even one mortel sin. ‘

HOLY COMMUNION

A good confession =i

1., GQanocels all sin.

2. Re-unites the eternal punishment.
3., Restores sanotifying grace.

4. Increases grace. :

5. Gives ths sacramental grace.

In order to live the supernstural 1ife which he
received in Baptism end which was perfeoted in ,
Confirmation, men needs to sustain it with divine
food or nourishment. Jesus provided for his need

by instituting the sacrament of the Holy Bucharist
as u banguet of which we are ell invited to partake,
wherein He Himself, under the appearances of

bread end wine, is our food and drink.



BATREME UNCTICON

HOLY ORDERS

MATRIMONY

SACRAMENTS

The Secrament of the Anointing of the Sick mekea
use of olive oil whioh i8 consecrated by the
Bishop on Holy Thursdey. With this o0il, the
priest enoints the slck person and begs God to
forgive his sins. Anyone seriously ill or in
danger of death from sickness, accident or old
age, may recelve this Sacrament.

In virtue of priestly ordination, the priest
becomes a sacred person, consecrated to the
service of God for the common good of the Church.
The: sacrament of Holy Orders gives him an
increase of sanctifying grace, a sacramental
grace, and & lasting character, The priest

is everyone's man, necessary to the spiritual

1ife of all of us, We may even say that God,

toco, needs him, since He is determined to
entrust the future of His Church on earth to the
Ministry of Priests.

In the Bible, the first married couple were
Adam and Kve., God created the two necessary
elements of marriege, man and woman, end joined
them together. The union of Adam and Eve ocalls
toc our minds e few basic truthe regarding '
marriege, that 1s: 1its divine institution,

its properties and ite goal or end. After He
created the woman, God sald: "For this reason
@ man leaves his father and mother, and clings
to his wife, and the two become one flesh.%
With these words God instituted the first
human femily



SYMBOLS AND PICTURES

The aymbols and pictures on the right hand side of the
main uisle, above the arches =~

The first aymbol on the first window above St. Clara is
a vine of grapes. These grapes symbolize the wine at the Last
Supper or the Blood of Christ.

The second symbol is wheat (at the Last Supper} when
Jesus trensformed into His own Body.

First picture below the symbol i St. Clara. A maiden
of assisl, dsughter of a knignt, was the first woman to embrace
& life of poverty. St. Clura founded the First Order of Franoiscan
Sisters. She dled in 1253.

. The picture consists of St. Clara holding the mousstrance
in her hand in memory of her having mireculously saved her convent
from assault and pillage.

The symbols on the second window above the pioture of
St. Francis, the Lamb with the Croess symbolizes the Lamb of God,
Christ bearling the benner of the Resurreotion. This is a symbol
of the Risen Curist.

The second syuwbol, the dagger pilercing the Sacred Heart
of Mery represents the sins of the world and it elso means various
conoeptions of the Sacred Heart of Mary.

Second pioture below the symbol is St, Francis of Asslsi,
8t. Franocis was born in Assisi, Italy in 1182 and was the founder
of the Great Order of Friars Minor. The practice of poverty was
the great characteristic of Begging Friurs, for they refused to
own anything at all. On Mount Alverna, 3t%. Franols received the
Stigmata, of Impreasion on nis flesh of Our Lord's Five Sacred
Wounds, in memory of which event the Church has instituted a
special festival, St. Franola died at Assisl 1226, and was
canounized twe years later.

The symbols on the third window above the picture of
St. Blizabeth are twe crosses. The first symbol aymbolizes Christ
dying on the oross and God mending raya of sunshine to cover
Christ's body.

The secound symbol ebove the picture of 3t. Elizaheth
symbolizes the death of Christ on Good Fridey.

The third picture below the symbols is St. Slizabeth of
Hungary. St. Elizabeth was born in 1207. When she was only four
years of age, she was promised in merrisge to Louls, son of the
Landgrave of Thuringie. 3t. £lizabeth was & very kind queen as
she was alweya giving food and money to the poor.
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SYMBOLS AND PICTURKES

The meaning of the symbol on the fourth window above the
ploture is a protest against the Arian denlal of Christ's divinity.
The letters (Alpha and Omega) are, in their symbolic connection,
intereating, They are the most proper, dignified, and most
exclusively Christian of all symbols of the divinlty or eternity.
Their use takes its origin from the Apocalypse, ©I am the Alphe and
Omega, the beginning and the end, saith the Lord God.,. "

The aymbol IHS is from the group of various ornamental
arrangements of the IHS monogram in Gothlc style.

The fourth pioture below the symbols is St. Ignatius of
lLoyola. St. Ignatius of Loyola was @ Spanish aristoorat end soldier,
a men of the world with no intellectural interests, He was converted
during his convalescence while recovering from a wound and for the
rest of his life he devoted himself to working for the cause of Christ,
attracting to his compeny some of the finest spirits of the time.

The first symbol in the fifth window above the piocture 1s
the Lamb of God. Christ, bearing the banner of the Resurrection.
This is the symbol of the Risen Christ.

The second symbol is an outstanding anclent Symbol of the
Most Holy HEucharist. It is teken from the crypt of 8t. Lucina in the
feithful His Body end Blood, symbolized by the basket containing the
Catacomb of St., Callixtus, The fish represents Christ, which was &
common sign used by the Christlans.

Fifth ploture below the symbol is St. Bernardo. 3t. Bernardo
waa born October 14, in the Eleventh Century. Some writera say that
he was an Englishmen; others, say that he was & Frenchman by parent-
age, He lived a hermits life near Arpino Latium, He probably dled
in the later half of the Eleventh Century. His rellocs are in high
veneration.

The Rose Window is located at the rear end of the Church,
on. the choir., :

The Rose Window is a circular stained glass window with
tracery radiating from the center. Such windows are used frequently
in churches of Gothic architecture and may be placed at the ends of
transepts or in the facade of the neme. The Rose Window waa in-
stalled in Corpus Christi Church on the 25th Anniversay in 1923 and
wes painted by Meyer and Company of Munich, Germany.

The symbole and the plctures on the lerft hand side of the
main alsle above the arches - ; _

The symbols on the first window above St. Maddeline are tho
Chelice and two keys whioh represent Christ, the Keys to Heaven.

The oross with the initials IHS represent Christ Our
Saviour,



SYMBOL3 AND PICTURES

The ploture below the aymbols is that of St. Maddeline who
was a Virgin born in the year 1779 on the twelfth of December., She
died in 1865, Her accomplishment was founding the Sooiety of the
Sacred Heart.

The first symbol on the second window above the picture of
3t. Bonaventure symbolizes Alphe and Omega., St. John records what
Christ seid, "I am Alpha and Omege, the beginning and the ending...*
*whioh is, and whioh was, and which will come." -

ks The second symbol eymbolizes a fact that the monogram cuts
through the fish, for it is not worthy. Without a doubt it signifies
death or the Saocrificed Saviour,

‘The pioture below the symbols iam that of St. Bonaventure
who was bora in the year 1231 at Bagnorea in Tuscany. He entered at
the age of twenty the Order of St. Francis. He died during the
General Council of Lyons and was ocanonized two hundred years later.
He became the Dootor of the Church a sentury later.

The first symbol on the third window above St. Margaret is
the symbol of the Holy Spirit and all four Evangelists, reoord the
appoiranoe of the Holy Spirit, in the form of a dove at Christ'e
Baptism. . "

The second symbol is the figure of a pelican tearing open
her breast to feed her young. The bird pourishing them with her
blood 18 a symbol of Christ on the Cross from whose wounded side
blood and water flowed, :

The picture below the symbols is that of St. Margaret Pole,
Margaret Plentagenet married 3ir Riohard Pole, a knight. Because
her son, Cardinal Regenald Fole was femous and beyond Xing Henry's
reach, he took revenge on St, Margeret and on May 28th, A.D. 1541,
she was beheaded,

Aportrait of Blessed Margaret Pole is in the National
Portrait Gallery. The sword she oarries symbolizes she was beheaded
and the c¢ross symbolizes she died for her faith, Bl

The first aymbol on the fourth Window above St. Dogonioc is
the cross whlech symbolizes the beginning and the end of the world.
It is a richly ornamented cross of the usual proportions of the Latin
Oross. Neither the candles nor Alpha Omege are essential features
of this form.

The second  symbol iélthu Sacred Heart of Jesus whioh ia e
fairly modern concept,





